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Excellency:

Allow me to take the liberty of inviting the attention of your government to the
" recent Visa Waiver Test Qutcomes by the Home Office of the United Kingdom,
~ according to which the UK will lift the visitor- visa Tequirement for Taiwan passpori
. “holders coming to the UK for less than six months, and who are not seeking to. work.
. The measure will take effect from 3 March 2009.

It is our hope that the remaining EU member states will follow the example of the
. United Kingdom and grant visa-exemption treatment to Talwan nationals. Several
arguments support this demsmn ’

* 1) ‘Taiwan nationals do not pose an illegal immigration threat.
. 2) Taiwan encourages freedom of movement internationally.
.3) Taiwan is a credible participant in the global security mechanism.
4) It will enhance bilateral tourism and trade relations.

-Taiwan has already decided to grant visa exemption treatment to all EU member
- states. Today 24 EU member states enjoy visa-free entry to Taiwan and most EU
countries have shown a willingness to offer reciprocal treatment to Taiwan nationals.

Fuli reciprocity will benefit both Denmark and Taiwan. We therefore sincerely hope
that the Danish government will follow the UK. example and support Taiwan’s initiative
- and-coordinate with other EU couniries to grant visa-exemption treatment to the people

of Taiwan.

. I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to your Excellency the assurance of my
h1ghest considerations. :

* Sincerely yours,

tles Liu
Representative of Taiwan

Encl. .




e Based. on: the spirit of the - 1944 Chzcago Conventlon and its. sub51d1ary S ':_ .
P conventlons Taiwan. has long. encouraged anid: facﬂltated the exchange of ... .

February 5, 2609
Appeal for the European Union to Grant Visa-exemption

Treatmenf to Taiwan Nationals

Nationals of the Republic of China (Taiwan) deserve to enjoy
visa-exemption treatment from the European Union. It is also in the
interests of the European Union to grant visa-exemption for
Taiwanesg nationals for the following reasons: |

Taiwa n‘inﬁti’onals-f'd'o not 'pOSééiﬁ'ﬁ?iliegal immigra=tion"éthré'at"-

The nnnugratlon risks’ potentlaily assoc1ated with the hftmg ‘of the' ¥isa -

reqmrement for Taiwanese passport holders are limited. Taiwan’s GDE.
R -;i:"per capita’ stood dt around US$18 000 n 2007 and the unemployment'f"‘? e

"+ fivirate: hovers.at just-4%; ‘The cfime rate’in Talwan ‘was: 1,160 cases per: 5.
s 100, 000 people in 2007: Furthermore Talwan is orverall a’stable country; .-
:that: GIL_]G}’S good soc1al order and Taiwar
'm'tllegal immigraticn: or cmnmai actwmes '1'n Europe “The visa deriial ..
o pereentage -and public r.securrtyl.lrllsi_.(_.Q»n_g_matmg_.from.Talwanese VISIEOTS: & i vl vnnutui
- are also very low. - |

: -..natlonals are rarely 1nvoived

Taiwan encourages freedom Of movement internationally

* yisits among -peoples ‘and. the freo flow. of :ideas. Taiwan has granted -

‘Visa-exemption to the natlonals of 38 countrics. Of these, 27 are

o European countries, including 24 EU member states.

" Taiwan -is_a credible participant in the global passport

security mechanism

The risk of Taiwanese passports being used by illegal migrants from

neighboring countries (including mainland China) is low, and on a par

with the risk posed by Hong Kong, Korean or Japanese passports. Taiwan
has successfully implemented measures to prevent the counterfeiting and .

i




#o.10 andipersonal data: Also; these passportsiwill only besissued against a new;:-

tampering of passports, and the number of mainland Chinese nationals
caught using fake or tampered Taiwanese passports has steadily declined.
In 2005, around 418 such cases were recorded, which decreased to 343 in

2006 and 239 in 2007. According to official statistics released by Canada, - . - oov o s

counterfeit Taiwanese passports account for only 5 percent of all
counterfeit passports found, which is on a par with J apan and lower than
Hong Kong, Singapore and South Korea.

In response to the relevant UN counter-terrorism actions, Taiwanese
authorities are taking further steps to protect against the illegal use of
- identity -documents. This includes:the introduction of biometric passports,:-
+ a new passport format containing a chip that stores the holder’s picture

more secure, national ID card. Taiwan started issuing biometric passports

s on-Dicemberi 29, 2008;-Bécomitig # oridiof 60 courtries: wh1ch haveé R gk

'y adopted this. pa33port secunty mechamsm

hie Taiwan tourist arket:is ripe forthe B totap into  *

Of the more than 8 million overseas “trips‘burrently made by people from

Taiwan every year, only around 260,000 are to Europe. There is clearly . :F

great p‘otent;al for Europe to "attﬁact-mor_e’-'Taiwanese tourists. However, Iy

survey of Taiwanese travel patterns shows that a time-consuming visa. . .- .

.+ application. ‘process: makes:. a.destination .far less’ attractive to them’ ™ « .

. Conversely, - after . Japan - granted - Taiwan  pationals - visa-exemptiod® - =v

.~ ..ireatment. in 2005, the number of Taiwanese tourists visiting that country ~ -+ .
- grew from. 1-million in 2004.t6.1.3 million in 2005. This is clear evidence "7 " -

-that visa-exemption tfreatment plays an important role in attracting.
visitors from Taiwan.

- A means to enhance bilateral trade relations

Trade relations between Taiwan and the European Union are close and
-cordial, yet bilateral trade with the EU only accounted for 10% of
~ Taiwan’s total trade volume in 2007. There is plenty of room for growth.
Taiwan is the world’s 16" largest economy and enjoys a trade volume




with the EU that is comparable to the latter’s trade volume with India or

Brazil. Granting \}isa—exempticn treatment to Taiwanese nationals will

encourage businesspeople from Taiwan to further invest and do business
- in Europe, thereby enhancing our substantive bilateral economic ties.

Taiwan’s tourists are welcomed by many like-minded

countries

Currently, some 30 countries, including Japan, Singapore, South Korea
and Guam; provide visa-exemption- treatment to the people: of Taiwan,
while denying the same treatment to some of Taiwan’s neighboring

S countfjgs-,havfe;gmyvn- dramati'q_ally;.t_-hanks_;:j:o_e;y_i'sa.—l__exf_:_mptio.mtrgatment:_,;.-.

'Grantmg Talwa atlonals v1sa-exemptmn treatment- would.

i affect the EU’s reldtwris Wlth othenAsxan countries 5

not political considerations. Asian countries like Japan, Singapore and

s countries:(such:as:mainland:.China).: Despite:the -absence-of diplomatie .
relations, :substantive bilateral exchanges- between Taiwan and these. -+

e -_z':-:::N'owada}'fs; --.vi;Sa 'regimes .aré_:ba's,ed aon; immi-glfatién risk aséessmehts and.: ... o

‘South Korea that grant visa-exemptions to Taiwan nationals maintain . ...

 stable relations with neighboring Asian countries (including mainland

. China). This will also hold. true for the EU if it grants such treatmentto. - :.

Taiwan nationals.

prominent Taiwanese political fignres -

After Japan granted visa-exemption treatment to Taiwan nationals, a

gentleman’s agreement was reached between the two whereby Taiwan is

to inform Japan in advance about visits by high-level Taiwanese political

- figures, such as the president, vice-president, premier, minister of foreign

. affairs and so forth. An arrangement of the same nature could be made
- with the EU if visa exemptions are granted to Taiwan nationals.

[»Arrangements .can _be made for .visits to FEurope by :.




The EU’s core value of non-discrimination calls for

reciprocal visa-exemption treatment

In accordance with the demands of their constituents, Taiwan’s legislators
. have time and again expressed discontent with the unequal visa treatment

from the EU side. By the same token, the legislature has asked the

government to review its current visa-exemption measures, based on the .

principle of reciprocity.

- The Taiwan:authorities have decided to.grant visa exemption treatment to .
all EU member states. So far, 24 EU member states enjoy visa-free entry -

- offer reciprecal treatment to.Faiwan nationals. We-are currently waiting
;. .for. responsesz from Bulgaria;;Romania; and Cyprus before makmg the: -
e 'necessary arrangements accordmgly e e TEETLst

;<P rec1pr901ty Would beneﬂt the- natronals :ofall E: members as: weH as::
Ta1w_ ‘?and could be reachéd:ini thé tiéar: future ‘Thus; Taiwah: urges the -
R BCLE (0 enously consrder grantmﬂ Vlsa~exempt10n treatment to the people-:':.... :
"'f"ofTalwan - SR

w210 Taiwang:and-most-of the EU:countries:have shown a willingnessito- - - .




E.R
Monday, 9 February 2009

HOME OFFICE
Visa Waiver Test Out_comes

The Secretary of State for the Home Department (Jacqui Smith): Today my right
honourable Friend the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs and
I are announcing the final outcomes of the UK’s first global review of its visa

. regimes.

Britain thrives as a.society and economy which is open for business, education,
-culture and tourism to-people from around the world, but we warit to do that in a way
that enables us to distinguish clearly and effectively legitimate from illegitimate
- travellers.- We are completing some of the biggest ever changes to strengthen Britain’s
border security by 1mplementmg a system of triple. checks: stronger overseas checks
including fingerprint visas and wider pre-arrival screening; tougher checks at the UK
-+ :border itself; and strong new measures within thc UK agamst 111ega1 1mm1grat10n ‘

'. organised crime and other threats .

.. The Visa. Wawer Test process announced in March 2007 furcher strengthens the UK
:‘borde by ensuring that our visa regimes are properly. targeted. A visa regime is a
_ .fSImp‘ e:b very effectwe immigration, crime and secunfy control measure.

o The' Vlsa Wa:ver Te&t measured travel from every- country and région beyond the

European Economic Area and Switzerland against a range of criteria mcludlng illegal
immigration, crime and security concerns.

.- As part of the Test we also considered whether any countries or regions posed a
..__;'—SufﬁCIEIlﬂy low risk such as to warrant the lifting - of an ex1st1ng v131tor vzsa '
' ‘requirement 50 as to facuhtate legitimate travel. '

~Inthe tmal stage ‘of the Test we worked closely with eleven coimntries whose nationals
- had been identified as posing a sufficiently high risk as to warrant, in principle, the
introduction .of & visa.requirement for all travellers. We worked with the countries’
concerned over a six month period to find ways to reduce the risks posed to the UK

wzthout the need for a visa requirément.

We have been able to make real progress with a number of countries through a
combination of advice, training and improved working relations on migration matters.
- As a result some of the:eleven countries have made conerete improvements to the -

immigration, border control and identity systems which would not have happened’
without the Test. Even where a.visa regime is the final outcome, we have improved
co-operation on migration matters with the countries concerned. At the end of ‘this
. process we assessed the overall progress made by each country, and whether or not it
“was sufficient to mitigate the risks to the UK.

-+ We will not be introducing new visa requirements at this time for certain countries

. involved in the.final stage of the Test: Botswana, Brazil, Malaysia, Mauritius, .

GBR667R-1




Namibia, and Trinidad & Tobago. We will continue to work with these countries on
migration matters and assess the effectiveness of the actions taken. Should
circumstances warrant it, we will re-examine the situation and take prompt action.

We have also concluded that Taiwan presents a low migration risk and we will be
lifting the visitor visa requirement for Taiwan passport holders coming to the UK for
less than six months, and who are not seeking to work. This will take effect from 3

March.

We have decided to introduce new visa requirements for, Bolivia, Lesotho, South
Africa, Swaziland and Venezuela. This means that short-term visitors from these
countries will need to apply for a six month visa and provide their fingerprints, before

- travelling to the UK. Nationals of these countries seeking to travel via the UK en
Toute to another country will.also need a.transit visa. This is in addition to the existing
requirement for a visa in order to live, work, study or marry in the UK.

. In the case of South Africa; we will introduce the visazfequirement'in-‘two stages: The
first stage, beginning on 3 March, will require only first time visitors to the UK from

hlstory {o.the- UK -will-

i+ the fuIl v1sa reg1me by ‘the: ‘middle of 2009: :

' -n;the caSe of Venezuela: we- will requlre visas fram thelr nanonals but we w111 waive
“his’is. because ;our:main concein related to the easeswith:Which- old-style Venezuelan
passports could be forged or fraudulently obtained. Our assessment is that their new-

i1, Style passports are secure and that the new: v:sa requlrement is proportionate to the
- . remaining risk posed by the old-style passports. : -

..~ We will announce implementation dates. for. the full visa regime for South Africa, and
.+ ythe visa regimes for -Bolivia, Lesotho, ‘Swaziland and- Venezuela; in-due course.

- .-announce the final dates at least 21 days before 1mposxtlon

» .. All the new visa. regimes will be -1mplemente‘d to the high standard -of the UK’s
-current visa operations.

Separately to the Visa Waiver Test, we have also decided to introduce a transit visa
Tequirement for nationals of Jamaica. In January 2003 a visa requirement was
introduced for Jamaican nationals visiting the United Kingdom. It did not include a
~ requirement to obtain a transit visa when passing through the UK to another
- destination. We have been monitoring the situation and have found evidence that
. some Jamaican nationals have attempted to exploit the visa-free transit concession to
enter and remain in the UK illegally. The requ1rement for a transit visa will take effect

from 3 March.
"The Visa Waiver Test is ongoing. We will conduct a full review in due course to

ensure that benefits are fully realised and costs understood. In the meantime we will
continue to work with all these countries and regions to build on the excellent

G_BRGB?R-Z

;. South -Affica . t6..obtdin-a: visa. Those who can:show: a: satisfactory prewous travel.
_1t1a11y be.exempt from the visa requirement: This exemption. * B
. must be evidericed by:a UK entry stamp In the1r current passport We Wlll mtroduce L

h1s‘requ1rement for: all- those travelhng on- b1ometnc machme readable passports. °

Implementation.:for all -these' countries will be by the -middle of 2009. We w111 '

%




working relationships we have developed during the Visa Walver Test process to
make sure we effectively secure the UK Border,

GBRG67R-3




